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Cardinal Mercier of Belgium as he appeared at the reception given by the Governor of the 
State of New York at the State Education Building 


Regent Lord's Remarks 


’ Mr President of the University: 

In behalf of the Regents of the University of the State of New York 
and in behalf of the University itself, I have the very great honor and the 
unspeakable pleasure of presenting His Eminence, Desideratus Cardinal 
Mercier, Archbishop of Malines, Primate of Belgium, as a candidate for 
the honorary degree of doctor of laws. 

All the world loves a hero! All the world loves a man of courage! 
The hearts of the people go out in melting sympathy to the man who 
defends right against might, to the man whose chief delight is found in 
the alleviation of the sufferings of helpless humanity. All the world loves 
courageous leadership — leadership that unflinchingly faces death, that has 


the courage to do right regardless of consequences — and such leadership | 


has magnificent influence. 

And when we find these supreme qualities combined with supreme 
scholarship, with vast literary attainment, with educational eminence then 
indeed do we find a man approximating the perfection of supreme 
achievement. 

It is with genuine appreciation of his superb qualities that we present 
him — student, scholar, man of science, man of courage, man of supreme 
influence, hero, patriot, man beloved by all his people because he was indeed 
the saviour of his country. 


President Finley's Address 


I have the supreme honor to confer upon Your Eminence the highest 
token of The University of the State of New York, which has its founda- 
tion in the constitution of this Empire State: its honorary degree of doctor 
of laws. This degree is borne by but three living men—the eminent 
publicist, Elihu Root, expounder of our own laws; the great inventor, 
Thomas A. Edison, discoverer of the laws of nature; and Ambassador 
Jusserand, interpreter in his own person of international laws. Today we 
grant this degree to Your Eminence as a doctor of those laws that lie deep 
in the hearts of mankind, laws that were mentioned by the prophet Micah, 
commanding men to “ do justly and to love mercy.” We confer this honor 
of the State upon Your Eminence as the world’s highest exemplar of those 
laws of justice and mercy through which the race resists injustice, over- 
comes savagery and rises toward its God in human brotherhood. 
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A letter from Cardinal Mercier of Belgium to the President of the University of the State of 
New York, which students of French may find of interest to translate 
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Convocation 


The Convocation this year is to be held as usual in the third week of 
October, beginning in the afternoon of Thursday, the 16th, and ending at 
noon of the 18th. The general theme will be “ The Child in Industry ” and 


the practical object will be the suggesting of legislation affecting the child. | 


To this end the Industrial Commission, the Manufacturers and Merchants 
Associations of the State, the State Health Department, and other associa- 
tions especially interested in the child, will unite with the representatives 


of the schools of the State in discussing the subjects within the range of | 
It promises to be a most important Convocation, and | 


this general theme. 
it is hoped that Boards of Education will make possible the attendance of 
representative members as well as of superintendents, principals and 
teachers. 














Airplane arriving at Albany with thrift proclamation from Secretary Glass 


e a 
Thrift Proclamations 
STATE OF NEW YORK 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
It being the desire of the Government of the United States to inculcate 
the spirit of thrift and economy among the young people of this Nation, so 
that they may learn to avoid waste, save wisely, spend sanely, and invest 
their savings safely and judiciously, and thus make of them better citizens, 
better workers and better Americans, and 
Whereas, the United States Treasury Department is offering people 
of this Nation an opportunity of making safe and judicious investments 
through the medium of thrift stamps and war-savings stamps, that they 
may have money invested for any future emergencies or opportunities 
which may arise; 
Therefore, I, Alfred E. Smith, Governor of the State of New York, do 
hereby officially designate Friday, October 3, 1919, 


THRIFT REGISTRATION DAY 


for all the children of the State of New York, and do call upon the young | 


generation, who are our future citizens, to join in its observance by holding | 2 : 
| few days in Palestine. 


| land to which the world owes so much and which has now at last been 


proper exercises at their respective schools, and 

I do urge that all the children of the State of New York shall appear in 
person, or, if too young, accompanied by their parents, at the nearest public 
school or high school to register their intention to save and economize as 


a means for combating the high cost of living and to agree to invest in | 
| United States Government thrift stamps and war-savings stamps. 


Given under my hand and the privy seal of the 
State at the Capitol in the city of Albany 


eer this twenty-sixth day of September in the 


year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred | 


and nineteen. 


(Signed ) AcFrep E. SMITH 


Being firmly convinced that national thrift is of vital importance to 
the happiness and success both of this Nation as a whole and of its indi- 
vidual citizens, and 

That only by thrift can we hope to find a speedy solution for the high 
cost of living and other problems which are weighing us down; 

Therefore, I, John H. Finley, Commissioner of Education of the State 
of New York, do strongly urge the school children of this State to under- 


stand and practise thrift to the best of their abilities, and to invest their | 
savings in the best of all securities, that is, thrift stamps, war-savings | 
stamps and Treasury saving certificates issued by the United States | 


Government. 


And I do furthermore urge the parents of these children themselves | 
to practise thrift as an example to their sons and daughters and to aid these | 


children in every way possible. 


Finally, at the request of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United | 


States, I do hereby proclaim and set aside Friday, October third, nineteen 
hundred nineteen, to be Thrift Registration Day in the schools of the State 
of New York and do urge these schools to hold proper exercises and to enrol 
as many of their pupils as possible in the national thrift campaign. 


Albany, N.Y. 


September 26, 1919 Joun H. 


FINLEY 


Corn Borer Slides 


The Visual Instruction Division has prepared 19 slides on the European 
corn borer. This destructive pest has. invaded New England and eastern 
New York and vigorous effort is being made to exterminate it. The slides 
indicate how to recognize the borer, the nature of its operations in corn 
and other plants, and the manner of combating it. Every class in the study 
of agriculture should be alive to the importance of quick action to rid the 
country of any pest of this sort. 

Only a limited number of copies of the slides are available. Applica- 
tions should be made to the Visual Instruction Division some time in 
advance of the date when they are needed. The period of loan is one week. 











General (now Field Marshall) Allenby on the 20th of September, 1918 


General Allenby’s Response 


The invitation sent to General Allenby and supported by hundreds of 


| thousands of school children and school teachers of the State of New York 


reached him out in Egypt and was answered in a letter which is reproduced 
in this column. That which detains him, it should be known, is that he 


| has been made Acting High Commissioner for Egypt and the Soudan and 


also Commander-in-Chief of all the forces in Palestine, Syria and Cilicia. 


| (The pupils should look for these places on their maps of Africa and 


western Asia.) But the invitation has been extended and we may con- 
fidently look forward to his coming at some later time. The school 
children should be made aware that their petitions, even to the signatures 
of the least of them, have gone to the land of the Pyramids and the Sphinx, 
and of the Nile, which has furnished the figure for the verse, “ Cast thy 
bread upon the waters for thou shalt find it after many days.” 

The letter of General Allenby has been supplemented by a cable which 
was sent from his old home in England, where he has gone to visit his 
mother, ninety years of age. The cable was sent on the 20th of September, 
this being the first anniversary of the day on which the great battle which 
freed the Holy Land from the rule of the Turks, was fought —a battle 
which may very properly be called the Battle of Armageddon, for it was 
on the morning of the 20th of September in 1918, that General Allenby, in 
whose presence the Commissioner of Education of the State of New York 
was on that eventful day, said, “I have just had word that my cavalry are 
at Armageddon. The battle of Armageddon is on!” 

The picture which is shown at the top of this column was taken on 
that very morning only a few minutes before this announcement was made. 
It has before been shown to the children of the State but I will reproduce 
it since there can be no portrait of this great commander of more interest 
to the children of America. The little girl in the foreground is an American 
girl who had been permitted to go up from Egypt with her mother for a 
She symbolizes the interest of all children in that 


recovered. 

““@eneral Allenby has recently been made a Field Marshal and a peer 
and, in assuming the peerage to which he has been elevated, he has taken 
the title “ Lord Allenby of Megiddo,” Megiddo being another form of the 


| word Armageddon. 


The Residency, 
Ramleh, 
25th August, 1919, 
Dear Finley, 

It has given me great.pleasure to receive the 
invitations from the Teachers and school children of the 
State of New York. 

I should be glad if you would tell them how much I 
appreciate their invitation and how deeply I regret not 
being able to take advantage of it this year as my duties 
here will not permit of me to be absent long enough to do 
so, but I hope, if the Fates are willing, at some later 
date to have the privilege of going to America and then 
to give myself the pleasure of visiting the schools of 
the towns and villages of New York State, 

I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 


Dr. John H. Finley, 
Commissioner of Education, 
Albany, 
New York State. 


General Allenby's Letter 





